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rivate well owners often seek water treatment devices to
solve a number of common problems that can be felt,
smelled, tasted, or seen. Some of these symptoms

indicate a serious problem, while others do not represent a health
risk. If you notice any of the symptoms listed in the following table,
first have your water tested by a certified independent laboratory to
verify the cause of the problem. Call your local Cooperative Exten-

P sion office and ask for �Water Testing for Private Well Owners,� SP-00-20
for information on well testing. Testing may also reveal contaminants
that have no visible color, odor, or taste, and yet represent health or
safety risks.

Once you have determined the source of a well water problem,
you can then match appropriate water treatment methods to the
problem by consulting the table.
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�A chemical odor may be an

indication of industrial waste

seeping into groundwater�
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For information on well testing, call your local Cooperative Extension

office and ask for �Water Testing for Private Well Owners�
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This table has been adapted from:

� Driscoll, F. 1986. Groundwater and Wells. Johnson Division, St.
Paul, MN

� EPA. 1991. Manual of  Individual and Non-Public Water Supply
Systems, Appendix E: Identification by Human Senses. EPA
570/9-91-004.

� Wagenet, L, K. Mancl and M. Sailus. 1995. Home Water
Treatment. Northeast Regional Agricultural Engineering Service,
Cooperative Extension, Ithaca, N. Y.  NRAES-48.
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